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 W
:LNLSHGLD�GH¿QHV�Javadoc as “a documentation generator from Sun Microsystems [now Oracle] for generating API 
documentation in HTML format from Java source code. The HTML format is used to add the convenience of being 
able to hyperlink related documents together. The ‘doc comments’ format used by Javadoc is the de facto industry 
standard for documenting Java classes.”

With the help of a new BASIS utility, BBjToJavadoc, and a little effort on your part, you now have a second motivation to put 
comments in your code, because BBjToJavadoc also gives you the ability to rapidly create API documentation from your BBj® 
application code using this new BASIS-supplied Javadoc documentation generator.

Figure 1 shows an example of doc comments in BBj code. In this example, the “block tags” are @param, @return, and @see.

Figure 1. BBj code incorporating doc comments
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The resulting HTML generated would then look like Figure 2.

Figure 2. Resultant HTML API documentation example

With BBjToJavadoc, BASIS has made it possible for you to embed similar documentation comments in your BBj 
programs and generate your own documentation in HTML Javadoc format. In particular, your BBj custom classes 
can take advantage of some of the more advanced documentation capabilities, allowing you to navigate easily via 
hyperlinks among your classes. Because the Javadoc engine from the Java JDK toolset is used in the process, 
any valid document tag can be embedded in the doc comments.

Figure 3 is an example of a BBj custom dialog class with some doc comments that the Dialog Wizard embedded 
for us. Follow the required few simple steps below to generate the corresponding Javadoc documentation.

Figure 3. BBj custom dialog class with embedded doc comments
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Step 1. Start the Wizard
To start the wizard, run the program 
called BBjToJavadocWizardRun.EEM�
located in the <BBjHome>/utils/
BBjToJavadoc folder.

Once the wizard launches (Figure 4), 
stipulate where to store the generated 
documentation and choose the level of 
scope, or visibility, the documentation 
includes - public, protected, or private. 
Choosing a ‘private’ level of scope 
documents everything.
 
Lastly, choose one or more non-
WRNHQL]HG�%%M�VRXUFH�¿OHV�WR�GRFXPHQW�

Step 2. Set Options
After clicking the [Next] button, proceed 
to the second screen (Figure 5) to set 
options for the Javadoc program. Read 
more about these options in the online 
Javadoc documentation.
 
Step 3. Generate the Docs
Now, you are ready to generate 
the actual documentation, so click 
[Next] and then [Finish] to display the 
completed screen shown in (Figure 6). 
You have the option to show the results 
of the generation immediately upon 
completion.

If desired, the Wizard displays the 
nicely structured HTML documentation 
in your default browser (Figure 7). 
You can easily navigate between the 
different regions of the document - the 
¿HOG�VXPPDU\��FRQVWUXFWRUV��DQG�WKH�
methods themselves. Clicking the 
K\SHUOLQNV�IRU�PHWKRGV�RU�¿HOGV�LQ�WKH�
left navigation pane takes you to a copy 
RI�WKH�FRGH�WKDW�GH¿QHV�WKH�HQWLW\�

So just that easily, the BBjToJavadoc 
utility has done all the work for you, 
simply creating a robust hyperlinked 
documentation system derived from 
your own code.

Figure 4. Wizard screen for Step 1

Figure 5. Wizard screen for Step 2
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Summary
BBjToJavadoc is a 

documentation generator 

from BASIS for generating 

API documentation in HTML 

format from BBj source code. 

The HTML format is used to 

add the convenience of being 

able to hyperlink related 

documents together. The ‘doc 

comments’ format used by 

BBjToJavadoc is the BASIS 

standard for documenting 

BBj custom classes. While 

we can’t actually remove 

the often neglected task of 

documenting your code from 

your ‘to-do’ list, this BASIS 

building block utility makes it 

as easy as possible for you 

to write self-documenting 

object-oriented code.
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For more information, visit

������%%'RFV*HQHUDWRU�User Guide
������2UDFOH�-DYD�$3,�'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�*HQHUDWRU�
������2UDFOH�-DYDGRF�7RRO�
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Figure 6. Wizard screen for Step 3

Figure 7. Resultant HTML documentation
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